A case of oral geotrichosis caused by Geotrichum capitatum in an old patient.
Geotrichosis is an uncommon fungal infection. Geotrichum capitatum is commonly acknowledged as an opportunistic fungal pathogen that causes systemic geotrichosis in immunocompromised patients, especially patients with acute leukemia and severe neutropenia. Here, we report a case of oral geotrichosis caused by G. capitatum in an old patient with no hematological malignancies. Fungal cells were detected in clinical specimens obtained with oral swabs using the KOH technique. Yeast colonies with peripheral hairs were exclusively isolated as fungi from the oral mucosa and feces of the patient. The isolates were identified as G. capitatum by morphological findings, sugar-assimilation tests, and the nucleotide sequences of the ITS regions of the rDNA. Effective treatment of the patient was achieved with amphotericin B syrup in accord with the results of in vitro susceptibility tests. G. capitatum should be recognized as a fungal pathogen involved in superficial infections of older persons, as should Candida spp., even in the absence of hematological malignancies.